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Her Removal from England. 


Now, therefore, hearken unto me, O ye children; fur 
bleſſed are they that keep my ways, 
Hear inſftruftion, and be wiſe, and refuſe it not. 
PRO v. viii. 32, 33. 
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Croſo-Hall, Yorkſhire, 
. | Nov. 2, 1770. 
My dear Child, 


FI S this is the firſt leiſure time 
3 I have*had ſince the pro- 
A 


vidence of God called you 
t& from me, I gladly embrace 
it: F eeling your intereſt, 

in every reſpect, very near 
to me; but, above all, your ſoul is pre- 
cious in my eſteem, becauſe my Saviour 
hath bought it with his own blood, and 
becauſe the care of it hath (under God) 
for ſo long a time been committed to me; 
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nor can I yet ſee myſelf WReny delivered 


from that charge. 


There are till a few things remaining 
on my mind, which I have a deſire to com- 
municate to you; and the more fo, as the 
providence of God hath fo far divided us, 
that, in all human probability, we ſhall 
never ſee each other's face again, till the 
great day of accounts: There, I charge 
you, meet me at God's right hand, arrayed 

in 


Wi his Ah 


in that blood-waſhed linen the Lamb hath 
purchaſed for you. Let that be the one 
purſuit of all your powers, and the con- 
tinual end and deſire of all your aims. 

Indeed, holineſs, derived every moment 
from the adorable Jeſus, by the hand of 
faith, is the mark for the prize of your 
high calling ; therefore, preſs towards it 
with all your might. And ſee when you 
leave England, you leave not your deſires 
of God behind you; for a change of ſcenes 
many times cauſes a change of hearts ; 
and it 1s very difficult for young perſons 
to continue ſteady in the midſt of novelties, 

I ſee you as a ſhip juſt launching into 
the mighty waters; ſtorms and hurricanes 
will quickly aſſail you; rocks and quick- 
ſands call for your molt ſolemn attention; 
many falſe harbours will ariſe before you, 
and unleſs your eye be fixed on your com- 
| paſs, you will loſe your courſe. 

Get, therefore, the eye of your ſoul 
ſteadily fixed on Jeſus; he is the way, 
the truth, and the hfe. You cannot be 
ſafe, holy, or happy till, by faith, ts 

are made one ſpirit with the Lord. When 
your anchor is caſt in that bottom ; when 
you ſtand on that rock of ages, then ſhall 
vou ſtand ſecure in Jeſu's guardian love. 


On 
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On living by Faith. 


O live by faith, is to eye the loving Sa- 
viour as your wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
ſanctification, and redemption; and to. main- 
_ tain a loving ſenſe of the immediate preſence cf 
Cod, or a walking i in a conſtant remembrance 
of him who is the fountain of all you mercies. 
Neither is a bare remembrance the thing I 
mean; for if the mariner was only to remem- 
ber his compaſs, it would do him little 
good. No; he muſt look on it, and be 
guided by it too, or he will never reach the de- 
fired haven. To live by faith is to feed every 
moment on the bread of life; therefore, if you 
would grow ftrong, ſee that you feed conti- 
nually on this heavenly manna. Do you com- 
plain of your weakneſs, and inward decay ? 
Is it with difficulty you conquer one of the 
feebleſt of your enemies? Ihe reaſon is plain; 
you do not eat; you have loſt your appetite ; 
your ſoul is flarving : no wonder, then, 1t 18 
not ſtrong. But if this moment you will begin 


to live by faith on Jeſus, this moment (hall 4 


you begin to prove all the promiſes of God, 
Yea and Amen in him. 

Do you underſtand what I mean by feeding 
on Jeſus? I am not ſpeaking of any outward 


ordi- 


ordinance, but of that inward and ſpiritual act 
of the ſoul, by which it caſts its «whole /elf into 
the arms of its beloved, and ſweetly abiding 
there in tranquillity of ſpirit, draws every 
moment divine life from that inexhauſtible 
fountain, as the fair and flouriſhing branch 
draws ſap from the vine. Or, © like the ten- 
* der infant, hanging on its mother's breait, 
* though it only receives the milk by its mouth, 
yet does the nouriſhment thereof ſpread thro” 
the whole body, till it becomes the very ſub- 
<« ſtance of it, and by degrees the child grows 
up to its full ſtature.” So let your ſoul de- 
fire and draw in the ſincere milk of the word, 
by ſimply acting faith on Jeſus, exerciſing all 
your ſenſes on that only amiable object. As 
you have five outward ſenſes by which you 
comprehend the viſible creation, ſo does faith 
open in the ſoul ſpiritual ſenſes analogous there- 
to: Fix, therefore, the eye of your ſoul on. Jeſus, 
as thoſe of a ſervant are to the hand of his 
- maſter, ſweetly expecting each moment his 
approving ſmile, or a freſh diſcovery of his 
unerring will. Be deeply attentive to his ſtill 
{mall voice, for it is not diſtinguiſhed in the 
clamour of nature; it is that voice which only 
ſilent ſouls can hear. Taſte the ſweetneſs of the 
fruit that grows under his ſhadowy, that bower 
% for weary ſpirits made by the celeſtial vine :” 
Taſte them with delight, feed thereon, and let 
your heart be comforted with that love which 
is better than wine. Feel his love ſhed abroad 
in your heart, by conſtantly abiding under the 
. > droppings 


droppings of his ſanctuary; fo ſhall the ſtony 
be removed, and your heart, ſtill feeling, my 
beloved is mine, and his defire is towards me, ſhall 
be refreſhed with the odours of his rich per- 
fumes. 

But do you ſtill ſay, Alas! I know not how 
to do this; for darkneſs hath covered the earth, 
and a groſs darkneſs my foul. Well; I will 
endeavour to ſpeak in the plaineſt and moſt 
ſimple manner I can; and may my adorable 
Saviour give you to { what, till then, you 

can never underſtand. I mean, lift up your 
heart as you are able this moment to God; and 
remember his eye is over you juſt now. He i is 
now looking upon you; he now hears your 
prayer, paſſes by you, and, ſtopping, aſks, 
What wouldeſt thou I ſhould do for thee ? Now 
let your heart reply, Lord, that I may fear, 
believe, and love, and forever dwell in thy 
preſence : then abide in that heavenly frame of 
mind, often ſpeaking to him with a loving fa- 
miliarity, as a dear child to its tender parent; 
believing that word, My Gd ſhall richly ſupply 
Jour every want. Believe, aſk, and perſevere 
in aſcing; fo ſhall you bring forth much fruit, 
and be his diſciple indeed, hear him ſaying, 


„ Beneath my Love's almighty ſhade, 
% O, Iſrael, fit and reſt ſecure; 
On me thy quiet ſoul be ſtay'd, 
« T1]! pure as I, thy God, am pure.“ 


Enden vvur to keep your ſpirit free from all 
| hurry or confuſion, for he peculiarly works in 
9 and — mind. Abide i in the full 

expec- 


wy 


— — — 


, 


* 
| 0 1 


expectation of his love. Believe that he will 
do for you exceeding abundantly above all that 
you can either aſk or think, for I tell you, in 
the name of my great Lord and Maſter, he 
Hath purchaſed holineſs for you; yes, for you; 
and if you abide in the conſtant exerciſe of 
faith, you ſhall ſoon learn the meaning of that 
word, He ſaveth his people from their fins. In- 
treat him to take all your will and affections, 


and fix them on himſelf; to give you to live 


in Jeſus as you have died in Adam; experi- 


encing as complete a life in Jeſus, as you have 

experienced a death in fin; bearing the image 
of the heavenly, as you have borne that of the 

4. „ OR RIELS TCC 


Be not ſtraitened in yourſelf, for God's pro- 


miſes are wide and deep; yea, he is as a place 


of broad rivers and ſtreams. Dare to Believe. 


There is nothing ſo puts the crown on Chtiiſt's 
head, as to believe his readineſs to fave, to 


venture on his free ſalvation. Hear him ſaying, 
Come, loſe thyſelf from the bands of thy neck, 


O captive daughter of Sion. As the neck joins 
the head and the body together, ſo does 


living faith join Chriſt the head, to his body 


the church; and as a perſon, whoſe neck is 


bound down to the earth, can neither enjoy nor 
act; ſo is the ſoul while fettered with the bands 
of unbelief; nay, your head is bound alſo, for 
himſelf hath declared, He could not do many 
mig hiy works, becauſe of their unbelief. Come, 
then, believe as you are able; ſtretch out the 


withered hand; let your faith reach out to- 


wards him; walk as in his preſence, and be- 
my | FE hold 


. 
hold him every moment as beholding you. So 


ſhall you experience, in your own ſoul, This is 


the vifory that overcometh the werld, ev en your 
Failb. ' 


STATIC THT 
On the Fruits of a living Faith, 


HAT word of the apoſtle's, By works | is 

faith made perfect, is worthy. our deepelt 
attention; for, as armour out of uſe will grow 
ruſty, fo will faith ſicken and die if not exerciſed 
in all its branches. Keep, therefore, your heart 
with all diligence, for that is the habitation of 
which he ſays, Here will I dwell, for I have my 
delight therein. Labour all the day long to keep 
this temple pure and undefiled, by watching well 
over your thoughts, your tongue, your eye; 
but obſerve, the true way of watching 1 is, to 
commit, by faith, your every power "to the 
keeping of Jeſus, then ſhall you feel, 


„ Omnipotently near the Lord, my keeper, ſtands.” 


for what you ebidingly commit to him, he is 
faithful and uſt to keep unto the eng. 
But from this root of faith ſpring many 
branches; therefore loſe no time; remember, 
the diligent hand maketh rich, in ſpirituals as well 
as temporals, and you have enough to do if 
you ſhould live an hundred years. Do each 
day all you are able for God; be a general ſer- 
vant ; help the ſouls and bodies of every one 
about you; help t them! in all manner of ways; 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially by example; ſhew your love, not 
only in reproving, but in bearing with their 
faults; and this part of brotherly love you will 
find much benefit in the exerciſe of. | 
Set. yourſelf to delight in ſeeing your neigh- 
bour preferred before you; deny yourſelf every 
unkind thought that may ariſe in any one's diſ- 
tavour, by putting yourſelf in their place, with 
this thought, Who maketh me to differ? had 
I that ſouls temptations, education, and dil- 
advantages, how much farther might I have 
gone in fin. Again: © I do not ſee with their 
eyes; perhaps, according to their light, this 
thing may be quite right in them, though 
wrong in me” : ſo cut yourſelf off from all judg- 
ing—all raſhneſs in cenſuring or condemning 
others. CT 

Ar the ſame time take a pleaſure in making 
every one (but yourſelf) appear as well as you 
can in the eyes of every body. Take notice 
of their good qualities, and turn your eye from 
their infirmities; dropping, with a ſweet forget- 
fulneſs, every flight or unkindneſs offered to 
you; ſaying, in the midſt of every trial, The 


cup my Fal ber bath given me, ſball I not drink it; 


remembering him who endured ſuch contradic- 
tion of ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt you be 
weary and faint in your mind. Remember 
That word, If I your Lord and Maſter have waſhed 
your feet, ye ought alſo to waſh one another's feet. 
For the meaneſt offices let your ſpirit ſtand 
always ready. Watch every occaſion of doing 
good. Labour for God with all your powers, 
and whatever ſituation unerring providence 
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may place you in, I charge you, never to 
forget the leſſons you have heard on the great 
advantage and benefit of labour. Idleneſs is 
the root of all evil, and does no more belong 

to the rich than to the poor; the precept 1s 
alike for all. | B 
Behold the portion your great Lord and 
Maſter choſe for himſelf in the days of his hu- 
manity. Come, then, look on the humble 
Jeſus working as a carpenter; receiving orders 
from his creatures with lamb-like patience 
and ſubmiſſion. Sce him engaged in a va- 
riety of domeſtic employments, when it is ſaid, 
he became ſubject to his parents, and wrought 
at his father's trade. Think nothing mean 
but ſin, for all is honourable that is done for 
God. | | 
It is ſaid, holineſs ſhall be written on the bells 
of the horſes, and the meaneſt utenſils are as 
the bowls and cups of the altar, when uſed in 
that ſpirit. The altar ſanctiſies the gift. Caſt, 
then, all you do by a ſpirit of conſtant ſacrifice 
on the holy altar of the immaculate Lamb; and 
his accepting ſmile and atoneing merit ſhall 
write holineſs on all? Conſtant employment is 
of great uſe towards keeping the ſoul out of 
idle, wandering temptations. But ſee that you 
always chuſe that labour which you believe will 
moſt glorify God. In a great houſe, each ſer- 
vant has her buſineſs allotted to her; and I would 
not commend the houſe-keeper, if ſhe neglec- 
ted her own place to waſh the diſhes; yer if 
ſhe had time to ſpare, and a hand was needed 
in the meaneſt offices, I would greatly com- 
%»ÿBEFz; SE mend 


WH 
mend her for a diligent application, to every 


parc of them. So, my Dear, if you ſhould- 
propoſe to employ a day in ſuch or ſuch a man- 


ner, becauſe you, think it moſt excellent, and 


afterwards the order of God ſhould call you to 
ſomething quite different, embrace. it with 
equal willingneſs, ſeeking always to employ 
the preſent moment to the greareſ} advantage 
you poſlibly can. 

But do not imagine that employment i is al- 
ways moſt. profitable, that ſhines moſt in the 
eyes of men; no, in no wiſe. A little obſcure 
good, done with, purity: of intention, may be 
more pleaſing to God, than a thouſand actions 
that have a greater mixture of ſelf, though in 
the eyes of man they may ſhine far. brighter. 

Strive to be little and unknown; and re- 
member that our Lord lived thirty years in 
private, and only three in publick, and that 
the word of God, allows a woman, profeſling 
godlineſs, no adorning but that of a meek and 
quiet ſpirit. Strive, I ſay, to be little and 
unknown; yet if God, on any occaſion, ſee fit 
to call you out into more publick action, then 
alſo ſay, Thy will be done, and embrace, with 


a ready mind, whatever your Saviour pteaſes. 


Remember, you mult give account for every 
talent you are intruſted with; be careful, 
therefore, I charge you, to ſave all you can 
for God's poor ; honour and love them, for 
they are Chriſt's repreſentatives on earth, and 
inaſmuch as you have done it to one of theſe, you have 


done ii unto him; think 1 it well worth your while 


to 


t #3 1 
to ſave every halfpenny you can for a hungry, 
naked member.of Chriſt's Body. 
Wear no. cloths but for uſe, not for ſhew. 
Appear as a clean and neat but poor perſon ; 
and the bleſſing your foul will find in ſo doing, 
is belt known by experience, | 
Beware of the ſpirit of the world it is the 

real mark of the beaſt. Stand at a diſtance 
from it, and let all who ſee you take knowledge, 
that you have promiſed to renounce the pomps 
and vanities of this world. 

Be conſtant in the means of grace. It is 
good to ſeek the footſteps of the flock beſide the 
ſhepherds tents; but be ſure you ule them 
while in them. If ſome great man was to 
bid you to a feaſt, and you only fit and look on 
the %iſhes without ever taſting them, what 
wonder would it be that you went empty away. 
So, when God ſpreads a table for you in the 
appointed means, ſee you do not flight his 
mercy, but feed thereon by watchful prayer, 
ſo ſhall your bleſſing be certain; for whereſoever 
God's children are gathered together the manna 
always falls, only lazy ſinners do not gather it 
u 

* the greateſt of all means is the ſtudy of 
God's word and private prayer. See you be 
vigilant in this duty. Keep the fire of divine 
love always burning in your ſoul, by very 
frequent returns to private prayer; take at 
leaſt a quarter of an hour at a time, four times 
a day, on your knees, and ſpeak from your 
heart, or ſtrive to do ſo all you can do it with 
delig ht. 


Another 


[ 


Another point I would recommend to you 
is, lay out all your time by rule, as far as your 
ſituation and circumſtances will permit; this 
will be of infinite ſervice to you. The mo- 
ment you awake, throw yourſelf into the arms 
of your heavenly Lord, — with that thought, I 
wake, O Lord, to worſhip thee. Let me live 
this day to thy glory as I have never done. 
See that you riſe as early as your health and 
ſituation will permit, for early riſing is good 
for your ſoul and body, and lying in bed 
awake is exceedingly hurtful to both. Watch 
well your thoughts while dreſſing, and then, 

| throwing yourſelf on your knees before the 
' throne of grace, offer ro your Lord, as a 
morning ſacrifice, ' your will, your affections, 
your memory, your underitanding, with every 
j power and faculty of your ſou}, to be that 
| day at his divine diſpoſal. Set yourſelf to meet 
| him in all the order of his will, and chuſe his 
croſs as your portion, intreating him to pour 
out ſuch a meaſure of his ſpirit, as ſhall enable 
you to walk cloſe with him that day. - 

In the evening, examine whether you have 

put your prayers in practice, by conſidering 
the following queſtions, or any other that may 
occur to your mind ; intreating the Lord to 
fhine on your foul while you are ſo doing: 

1. Did I awake ſpiritual, and was I watch- 

ful in keeping my mind from wandering this 

morning while I was riſing ? 

| 2. Have I got near to God this day in my 

times of prayer, acting faith upon him, or have 

I given way to indolence of ſpirit ? 3 


| 
i 
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3. Have 
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. Have I denied myſelf all unkind words 
5 thoughts, ſtriving to delight in another's 
being preferred before me; ſeeking not my 
own, but my neighbour's honour ? 
4. Do I act by every one as I would have 
them act by me. Can I lay my hand on my 
heart and ſay, | 


„ That mercy I to others ſhew, 
„That mercy ſhew to me?“ 


5. Have I uſed all my time profitably, as far 
as I had light, ſtrength and opportunity, 
making the moſt of every hour ? 

6. What have I done this day for the bodies 
or ſouls of God's people; have I been a general 
lervant, embracing every opportunity to do 
them ſervice ? 

7. Have I been watchful in uſing the means 
of grace, denying myſelf of the wanderings of 
imagination ? 

8. Have I laid out any thing to pleaſe my- 
ſelf, when the money might have been ſaved 
for God's cauſe ? 

9. Have I ſtrove for a filent ſpirit this day, 
remembering, in the multitude of words there 
wanteth not in? 

In ſhort, Have I cloſer communion with God 
than I had laſt night? Do ] reſiſt every thought 
that leads from God, being deeply conſcious 
that all fin begins in thought ? Have I denied 
myſelf often this day in this one point, and 
does my life and converſation adorn the goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt? 

Then, by an act of faith, give your ſoul a 
freſh 


R 


freſh plunge into that fountain which for you 
ſtands open; and may 


His blood, as evening dew, waſh every ſain away.” 


Get to bed as early as you can; and then, 
eſpecially, keep your heart with all diligence ; 
for if you go to ſleep with the Devil in your 
arms, no wonder if you awake with him in 
your heart. Thus throw yourſelf on the pro- 


tection of divine love, and reſt in peace; for, 


« He that guards you, he that keeps, 

« Never ſlumbers, never ſleeps ; 

« Then cloſe thine eyes, and reſt ſecure, 

« No ſleep ſo ſweet as thine, no reſt ſo ſure,” 
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Nother very material point is the choice 
A of ſuch books as will be moſt profitable to 
you; and much depends on this, more, perhaps, 
than you are aware of; and as you have at 
preſent a great love for reading, I am the more 
deſirous that talent ſhould be improved to 


your advantage; for great good or great hurt 
you wlll certainly reap from 1t. 


Let your firſt and moſt delightful reading 
be The Word of God. Read it with much 
prayer and much reſolution. I ſay, with much 
reſolution ;, for perhaps no part of the chriſtian's 
exerciſe requires more. The Devil will al- 


ways be throwing (as his name implies) him- 


ſelf | 


N 


ſelf between, ſo as to darken and weary the 
ſpirit while it is ſearching out the hidden trea- 
ſures of the word; but regard it not. Fix ſome 
time in every day, and force yourſelf to read 
, attentively, whether you ſeem to profit or not, 
and by fo doing you will conquer thoſe ſcat- 
tering, diſtracting ſpirits, which ſo haunt the 
_ ſoul in her retired moments. 

Next to the word of God, | would have you 
greatly delight in ſpiritual books. But here your 
choice is very important, for there are many .. 
and great dangers attend unprofitable reading, 
far more than you are aware of. You have a 
great advantage in Mr. Weſley's writings, which 
are very extenſive, and which you may read 

and ſtudy with the utmolt ſecurity. As far 
; quainted with all his writings, and abundantly 
the more ſo as you are now cut off from either 
his public or private inſtructions. 

In ſhort, let your choice of ſpiritual books 
all weigh 1n this, What brings your ſoul neareſt 
to God. Be not fond of no.elties; read no- 
thing becauſe it it new, unleſs you have good 
reaſon to believe it will be profitable. The 
lives of deeply experienced chriſtians are, in 
general, the moſt uſeful of any thing; thoſe 
of De Renty, G. Lopez, and B. Larence, you 
cannot well read too much. When your mind 1s 
{piritual, let Kempis, or The Life of Mr. Brain- 
ard, be your companion; when dull and life- 
leis, The Spur to Loiterers, and The Holy War, 
will do you much good. As it is neceſſary 
your mind ſhould get eſtabliſhed in the we” | 

| 7 
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of every goſpel doctrine, I could wiſh you poſ- 
ſeſſed of Mr. Veſley's Notes on the Bible, with 
his four volumes of Sermons; they would 
greatly tend to that purpoſe. 

I do not ſuppoſe you can either purchaſe 
or read all the books I have mentioned; but 
this 1s my meaning ; when you do apply to 
reading, let your choice rather turn on theſe 
than any other. Neither do I deſire abſolutely 
to confine you from reading any thing but what 
is directly wrote on religion. Indeed if you 
read any thing without a view to God, you 
will be a ſinner in ſo doing; nevertheleſs, there 
are ſome things that will be very profitable, 
if well choſe. For inſtance; many things in 
hiſtory caſt a great light on the providence of 
God, and Mr. Weſfley's two volumes on natural 
philoſophy would give a ſerious mind deep oc- 
caſion of praiſe. 

If your inclination and leifure ſhould lead to 
ſeek any knowledge in phyſick, in order to 
aſſiſt the poor or a family of your own, per- 
haps not much more may be neceſſary than 
The Primitive Phy/ick, with The uſeful Family Her- 
bal, or inſtructor for women, that would aſſiſt their 
poor neighbours. But in this, as well as every 
thing elſe, ſee that you act with much prayer, 
and let God's glory be the point you aim at. 


On 
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On Friendſhip. 


FN the next place, my dear Child, be exceed- 
ing cautious whom you take into your bo- 
ſom as a friend; for it is quite natural for an 
affectionate temper to ſeek a reſemblance to 
the object it loves; and as the camelion is ſup- 
poſed to change her colour into that of the 
food ſhe lives on, ſo does the ſoul ſtrangely 
draw in the ſpirit and diſpoſition of any near 
and intimate friend. Nevertheleſs, I ſay of this 
as of reading; if well choſe, next to the grace 
of God, it 1s one of the greateſt bleſſings of 
life. And I do not wonder at the wiſe ſon of 
Sirack, when he ſays, A faithful friend is a ſtrong 
tower, and he that hath found ſuch a one hath 
found @ treaſure. Nothing does countervail a 
faithful friend, bis excellency is invaluable. A 
faithful friend is the medicine of life, and they 
that fear the Lord ſhall find him. But ſuch a 
friendſhip as is here ſpoken of, muſt ſtand in 
the will and order of God, and be choſea and 
uſed as a means of coming nearer to him; for 
the moſt lawful things, if ufed unlawfully, be- 
come the greater ſin. Therefore, I intreat 
you, chuſe no friend but for their grace; let 
the image of God, and nothing elſe, draw 
your affections; and watch well that lawful 
friendſhip does not degenerate into deviliſh 
idolatry. In order to prevent this, be careful 
ot . * to 
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'to ſpend no more time with your friend than 


what is profitable; let it not interfere with 
times of prayer and buſineſs. Be deeply ſe- 
rious ; for too great familiarity is very apt to 


breed lightneſs. 


Be always on your watch. Speak and act 
as in the immediate preſence of your heavenly 
Father; as if you ſaw him with your bodily 
eyes; this will be no hindrance, but a great 
furtherance to true friendſhip. Often put that 


queſtion to yourſelf, Are my deſires and affec- 


ions no more ſet on earthly things than when 
I was alone? Am I as ready and as free to die? 


Is Jeſus as precious as ever? Is my union 
with him no way interrupted ? 


I have often thought of that expreſſion, 


though made uſe of by one who, perhaps, 


little underſtood it: 


6c The friendſhips of the world are oſt 
« Confederacies of vice, or leagues of pleaſure; 
6 Our hath ſevereſt virtue for its baits, ; 


« And ſuch a friendſhip ends not but with life,” 


Where this is truely the caſe, it will be 
truely to your advantage; but without much 
prayer you will meet with a dilappointment. 


What way of life you may hereafter be called 


to, unerring providence can only determine 


but as it may be the laſt time I ſhall ſo parti- 
cularly give you my advice, I ſhall carry this 


ſubject a little farther. If you ſhould think 


yourſelf called to marry, let me intreat you to 
obſcrve the following cautions :. 
FEE Never 


E 


Never entertain a thought of taking any 

man as your head, unleſs it be ſuch a one as 
your higheſt reaſon chuſes to obey; I ſay, your 
hizheſt reaſon , tor affection alone will not do 
here : without you have a folid ground > 4 eſ- 
teem for that affection to reſt on, in the ſtorms 
of temptation, you will find it hard always to 
ſtand to that ſubmiſſion which will then be your 
duty. 
If once you take this ſtep, you can no lon- 
ger be miſtreſs of yourſelf; you ought not; for 
you have made him, whether good or bad, wiſe 
or fooliſh, your ſuperior ;, and it is then become 
your duty, and ought io be your delight, to obey 
mn: | 

Conſider then, my Dear, how highly mate- 
rial ſuch a choice muſt be. I remember the 
obſervation of a good man on this ſubject : 

« If,” ſaid he, © you chuſe a companion in 
« order to be your guide, leader, and head, 
to go before you in every ſtep of the hea- 
« yenly road, and that companion goes ſlower 
c“ than yourſelf, or ſtops ſometimes, what a 
ce terrible hindrance will this prove; it is much 
“ to be feared, ſo many interruptions might 
* caule the ſoul to ſtep quite out of the way.” 

I may, therefore, venture to ſay without 
any ſcruple, if God does not make your way 
quite plain with ſuch a perion, and give you a 
dlear conviction by his word and ſpirit, that it 
is his will concerning you, you may ſafely 
look on that word as your's, © wherein you are 
called therein abide” ; and that you may profi- 
N PD tably 
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tably abide in your preſent ſituation, is the point 


| we will now conſider. | 
1 Dwell much in your mind on the advantages 
of a ſingle life, for they are great and many, 
1 and worthy your cloſeſt attention ; and whoſo- 
ever throws them away, without a deep en- 
'  quiry into the will of God, ſtands fair to be a 
loſer to all eternity. Uſe your preſent liberty 
| from day to day, as if each ſhould be your laſt. 
1 Be careful for nothing, but how you may be 
| Holy both in body and ſpirit; let the language 
| of your heart be, 


1 « All my treaſure is above, 
| All my riches is thy love.” 


To ſerve the Lord without diſtraction is the 
greateſt bleſſing in life, and «ſally that is moſt 
{| eaſily done in a ſingle ſtate; yet not always; 
y in ſome caſes there may be more incumbrgn- 


$ 


ces even in that; and what is beſt for each 


particular ſoul, God's light on their own heart 
muſt determine. But this J am ſure of, your 
buſineſs is to fix your eye on nothing but eter- 
nity, Behold the Lamb of God, and let him 
be your only amiable object; and then, what- 
| ever ſituation is beſt for you, your Lord ſhall 
| give it to you; for he that gives grace and glory, 
uill withhold no manner of thing that is good from 
= Zhoſe that wall uprightly. Uſe all your privi- 
[| leges with love and gratitude, and never forget 
that holineſs is the mark for the prize of your 
high calling. Hear him ſaying, Hearken, O 
daughter, and conſider, incline thine ear; foe: 
| | | 440 
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alſo thine own people and thy father's houſe ; ſo 
ſhall the king greatly defire thy beauty, for he is 
thy Lord, and worſhip thou him. To bring 
thy ſoul to glory he bowed his head and died ; 
nay, to bring it to holineſs, and ſo to glory; 
for he hath declared, the king's daughter ſhall be 
all glorious within, her cloathing ſhall be of 
wrought gold. OE 
Remember, there is a way, and 2 high-way ; 
and let your ſoul be with juſt ambition fired, 
that that high-way is your privilege to walk 
in. But then, you muſt hearken to his voice, 
confider his will, comparatively forget all earth- 
ly enjoyments, and fix your whole affect ions on 
things above; ſo ſhall you be precious in your 
great Father's ſight, while every power de- 
lightfully embraces him. Then is the long, 


the cold, the tedious winter fled, the Eternal 


Sun of Righteouſneſs having ariſen on the ſoul 
with healing in his wings; it revives as the 
corn, grows as the vine, and the ſcent thereof is 
as the ſcent of Lebanon. At that time ſhall 
the meaning of thoſe words be well underſtood, 
As the lilly among the thorns, ſo is my love among 
the daughters, 10 is every gracious ſoul, who 
will delight alone in me, among the half- 
hearted profeſſors, who are yet divided between 
God and the world; and your heart once 
effectually joined to him ſhall gladly anſwer, 
As an apple-tree among the trees of the wood, ſo 
is my beloved among the ſons; fo tranſcendent in * 
glory; ſo amiable in holineſs; ſo delightful 
in affection; ſo condeſcending in mercy; ſo 


altogether 
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altogether lovely : And this is my beloved, and 
this is my friend, O ye daughters of Feruſalem. 


Yet once again I intreat you, by all the love 
you have ever felt towards me; by all the 
convictions you have ever felt from God; nay, 
I charge you, as you will anſwer it at that day, 
Give all your heart to God. Whatever ſituation 
of life, whatever place your lot is caſt in, no- 
thing need hinder your from being holy. 


Your laft words were, I hope I ſhall be a 


« comfort to you.” If you live to Jeſus you 
will do it abundantly. 


To his gracious protection I commit you; 
may his everlaſting arms be round you ; 
while I remain, till death, 


Your real friend, 


M. B. 


